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President’s letter...

Mark Your Calendar

The 2026 lake season is right around the corner! Before we dive in, I'd
like to briefly wrap up 2025 — specifically our milfoil treatment
expenses. You’ll find a detailed financial summary on page 3. We also
applied for the same grant this year through the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources that we received last year. This cycle,
priority was given to lakes that did not receive funding in 2025, so we

L.

were not awarded a grant.

Looking ahead, | hope you'll join us at Back to the Lakes for our annual
pizza social. It’s one of the best ways to reconnect after winter and
ease into the season together. We'll also officially launch the PCLIA
Lake Legacy Initiative at this event. Inside, you’ll find an overview of
the initiative and the first projects we’ll begin rolling out this year.

This Fourth of July will be especially meaningful as we celebrate our
nation’s 250th birthday. We’re marking the occasion with our Annual
Family Fun Event — and an added surprise. Be sure to check out page
6. It promises to be a celebration to remember.

There’s much more in this issue:

e Learn about the upcoming National Loons & Lakes Festival as
well as how we can safely enjoy and protect one of our favorite
lake visitors.

e Get the latest update on the Fish Stocking Program — along
with an interesting look back in time.

Date: Saturday, May 2, 2026
Time: 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Place: Deerwood Legion
What: Free pizza, cash bar,

launching of PCLIA Lake
Legacy Initiative & socializing

with friends old and new

e Continuation of the Dark Skies series, with the article “A Special
Place,” which includes simple steps you can take to preserve
the beauty and tranquility of our night sky.

e And don’t miss the next chapter of Shore Lore. For decades, a
red canoe rested quietly along the Hollecker shoreline. What
began as a boyhood adventure became a verified piece of
Crooked Lake history.

Thank you for being a member of PCLIA and for your continued
support. If you’re unsure whether you’ve renewed your 2026
membership, please see page 3 for details.

| hope to see you at our events — and on the water soon.
Scott Maghan

Livin” & Loyin’ The Crooked Lite

Summer Picnic & Get Together
Saturday, June 13" 12:00 p.m.
Larson Residence 14265 Maghan Lane
Details in this newsletter

6" Annual Family Fun Event
Saturday, July 4 10:00 a.m.
Details in this & the next newsletter
Includes an added attraction you
won’t want to miss!

Fall Dinner & Business Meeting
Saturday, September 19t
Details in upcoming newsletter

*All scheduled events are subject to change
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Board Meetings

Held at Bay Lake Town Hall at 8:30 a.m.
April 11, 2026
May 2, 2026
August 1, 2026
September 26, 2026

*Scheduled meetings are subject to
change. Meetings are open to the

LAKE COMMUNICATION

PCLIA WEBSITE
This is a great resource for accessing information about
our chain of lakes. It provides a wide range of topics
including: facts about our lakes, water quality,
AlS education, boating tips, photos,
video lake cruises, social events and much more.
You can find us at pclia.com. Check it out!

PCLIA FACEBOOK
The PCLIA has a Facebook page for members to join and
receive information on the association and its activities.
Search PCLIA of MN on your Facebook home page,
and you should be directed to the page
where you can join the group.

PCLIA EMAIL
Our board of directors welcomes all of your suggestions,
comments and questions. Please contact us at
info@pclia.com

THIRD minnesota ANNUAL
LOONS & LAKES

JUNE 26-27
CROSSLAKE, MN

FEATURED EVENTS:

LOON PONTOON TOURS - GUIDED PADDLE EVENTS
SHORELINE CLEAN UP - EXHIBITOR & ART FAIR
GAMES - FUNPRIZES - FOOD TRUCKS - LIVEMUSIC



http://www.pclia.com/
mailto:info@pclia.com

TREASURER’S REPORT I
Beginning Ending *The Healthy Lakes/Aquatic Invasive
Balance Income Expense Balance Species (AlS) Fund contains money
1/1/2025 12/31/2025 specifically donated for monitoring and
Healthy Lakes/ taking corrective steps to protect the
AIS Fund* $11,523.49  $8,822.50  $20,345.99 $0 quality of our lakes.
Fish Stocking *The Fish Stocking Fund contains
Fund* $5,861.44  $3,34577  $6,000.00 $3,207.21 money specifically donated toward the
R stocking of fish according to DNR
General Fund $62,868.69  $33,948.22  $9,026.11 $87,790.80 guidelines.
PCLIA Lake *The General Fund contains funds not
Legacy Initiative $0 $10,000.00 $0 $10,000.00 specifically designated for Healthy
Total Fund Lakes, AlS, or Fish Stocking.
Balances $80,253.62 $59,486.42  $38,742.03 $100,998.01 .

What Was Spent on Treating Milfoil in 2025?

Crooked Sugar Hanks Portage

Total Cost $4,663 $10,132 $4,075 $19,425
Grants $16,500
Net Cost $21,795

*We were not awarded these grants for 2026

A Note About Membership
Thank you to everyone who has submitted their 2026 membership forms and dues. We appreciate your commitment

to the lake association. Not certain if you have renewed for 2026? Check for a date on the mailing label or in the
subject line of the email that delivered The Shoreline. If it is 2025 or before we have not received your 2026 dues.

If you haven’t had a chance to renew your membership, we strive to simplify the process for you. We now have two
methods of renewing your membership and making donations:

1. Traditional method of mailing a check - Please mail your check along with the completed membership
form to: PCLIA/PO Box 564/Deerwood, MN 56444
If you have misplaced this form, which was included in the September/October Shoreline, you can find a
copy to print off on the website at www.pclia.com.

2. Electronic Enrollment - Go to the PCLIA home page (www.pclia.com) to start your enrollment. Complete
the online enrollment form. After completing and submitting the form, you will be directed to Vanco to
make your payment/contribution. You can pay either by credit card or ACH transfer from your checking
account.

*Should you wish to donate at any time outside of the annual membership drive,
select the “Donate to PCLIA” link on the PCLIA home page.

Membership Levels
General $35  Bronze $135  Silver $250  Gold $500  Platinum $1000 +
Those donating at or above the bronze level will be recognized in our October/November newsletter and on the
PCLIA website. You have the option to earmark how you would like your donation used with a choice for recognition
or to remain confidential.



https://www.pclia.com/
https://www.pclia.com/
https://www.pclia.com/donate/

hen we think of lake life we
often focus on those sunny,
warm days when we find
ourselves out in our boats,
fishing or enjoying the many
summer activities our
beautiful lakes afford us. But
what about the months
when our lakes are frozen
over, when the snow falls
and the north wind blows?
Lake life doesn’t stop, at
least for some of our winter
inhabitants. Here are
snapshots of the action!

b

making snow angels, a polar plunge on a minus degree weather night,
or staying warm gathering around a bonfire with friends...

winter is another wonderful reason to enjoy time at the lake!



Ice Out Dates for

Our Chain of Lakes
2026 7?7
2025 April 15
2024 March 15
2023 May 2
2022 May 3
2021 April 6
2020 April 15
2019 April 23
2018 May 2
2017 April 3
2016 March 29

2015 April 9

2014 April 29

2013 May 11

2012 March 23

2011 April 22

2010 April 2

2009 April 20

2008 May 1

2007 April 20

2006 April 9

2005 April 11

2004 April 15

2003 April 14

2002 April 16

2001 April 24

2000 March 27

1999 April 11

1998 April 5

1997 April 21

1996 April 26

1995 April 29

1994 April 8

1993 April 19

1992 April 6

1991 April 8

1990 April 21

1989 April 24

1988 April 14

1987 April 5

1986 April 13

1985 April 16

1984 April 16

1983 April 24

1982 April 26

1981 April 6

1980 April 21

1979 May 2

1978 April 26

PCLIA Winter Event

Bonfire, s’"mores, miniature ice
golf, ice skating rink and
socializing. Fun had by all ages on
a beautiful March afternoon. A

special thank you to the Osborn
family for hosting this event.

So How Does the Lake Ice Melt?

You may notice the ice turns black in some spots and begins to look
slushy and opaque. Once the snow melts off the top of the ice, the
ice is exposed to the sun. The ice then acts as a greenhouse to the
lake water, and as the sun shines on the ice, it heats the water
underneath the ice. The ice then starts to melt from the bottom,
where it is touching the water. When the ice thickness erodes to
between 4 and 12 inches, it transforms into long vertical crystals
called “candles.” These conduct light well, so the ice starts to look
black, because it is not reflecting much sunlight.

As the sun continues to heat the ice, the water below the ice continues to warm. Meltwater fills in between the
crystal, which begin breaking apart. The surface appears grayish as the ice reflects a bit more light than before.

Then, all we need is a windy day to break the surface ice apart. The ice candles will often be blown to one side of
the lake, making a tinkling sound as they knock against one another, and pile up on the shore. It’s amazing how this
final process seems to take just a few hours where one day the lake is ice-covered and the next it is not.

Over the next weeks, the speed of the ice-out process will be dependent on how much sun and wind we get. Only
time and the weather will tell how much later than average our ice will go out this year.

The text about lake ice melting was adapted from Ed Swain, MPC.
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Upcoming Summer Events

SUMMER PICNIC & The summer picnic is Saturday, June 13 beginning at 12 noon. It
will be held at the Larson’s on Sugar Bay (14265 Maghan Lane).

We will be serving brats & hotdogs. There will be yard games and
lots of opportunity to socialize. Your extended families and
summer visitors are welcome. We hope you can join us this year.
If so, please email Andy Larson at andylarson1959@hotmail.com
and let us know how many will be attending.

b . &

We are excited to celebrate the 4t of July with our 6" Annual Family Fun Event. This gathering is also held at the
Larson’s on Sugar Bay (14265 Maghan Lane, Deerwood) with the event beginning at 10:00 a.m. It will start off with
the “Triathlon of Fun” consisting of 3 stages. Stage one is a fun 25-yard swim or walk along the beach. Stage 2 is a
fun 3-mile bike ride. The final stage involves a fun 1 mile walk or run. As the Triathletes approach the finish line, at
the end of the last 2 stages, they are greeted by throngs of cheering spectators (a.k.a. family, friends and neighbors)
that line the Maghan “Victory” Lane. We will conclude this part of the Family Fun Event with an awards ceremony
and treats.

This year we have an added attraction following this event! You may or may not be aware that we have the top two
Pro Freestyle Jet Ski World Champions right here on our chain of lakes. They will be putting on a live demo of their
world champion skills and talking about jet skis and water safety. You won’t want to miss this!

Gabe Jukish
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Launching in 2026
The PCLIA Lake Legacy Initiative

Your PCLIA Board recently approved an exciting new program created to strengthen our shared commitment to a
healthy, safe, and thriving lake for many years to come. Through a generous anonymous donation, funding has

been designated for educational programs and grants for the purpose of protecting and improving water quality,
enhancing recreation, and building a legacy for future generations.

Prior to approving the initiative, a strategic plan was created to define the vision, establish priorities, and identify
resources required to ensure progress and success. The approach is to define a small number of high-impact

initiatives that keep the program manageable, maximize the impact, and support the program mission. The initiative
focus will include:

1. Lake Steward Program

This initiative will implement the Minnesota Lakes & Rivers Advocates’ Lake Steward program. Through our
membership in this organization, we can leverage significant program development work already completed

to help our members protect and restore natural shorelines, improve water quality, and enhance habitats for
fish and wildlife.

Information about the Lake Steward Program can be found at http://mnlakesandrivers.org/lake-steward/

2. Youth Engagement Program
This initiative will engage youth on the lake to create greater appreciation for and increase safety on the
lake. We hope to create and grow connections between younger family members throughout our lake

community through age-appropriate activities that are not only fun but also deliver important information
pertaining to lake life.

The entire strategic plan can be viewed at https://www.pclia.com/

This program will be launched at the Back to the Lakes event on May 2. We look forward to sharing more
information about the initiatives and working with you to maximize the impact of the generous donation that
made this program possible. As the program matures, we will let you know how you can provide support through
additional contributions.

-Submitted by Tim Kensock
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A Special Place

As | talk with people on our amazing lake, | am consistently struck by a common sentiment: this is a special place.
And it truly is. There is something about our lake and the community that makes it unique — something that touches
everyone who lives here or visits. So, what exactly makes this place so special? Is it the homeowners who cherish our
peaceful lake experience? Or perhaps the crystal-clear waters that invite us to swim and boat? Maybe it’s the
haunting call of the loons at dawn or dusk, the stillness of the water at night, or the breathtaking night sky filled with
stars. Yes, all of these contribute to the magic.

Thanks to the collective efforts of our lake community, we have done an admirable job preserving our wildlife — the
loons, swans, eagles, and other creatures that thrive here, evidence of our commitment to maintaining a healthy,
vibrant ecosystem. We’ve been proactive and generous in protecting what makes this place extraordinary. But as we
admire our natural surroundings, one element deserves our attention: the night sky. Its beauty is undeniable, yet it
seems increasingly overshadowed by artificial light. Porch lights, yard lights, dock lights — these brightening our
nights are diminishing the darkness that once allowed us to truly see the stars.

Light pollution doesn’t just obscure our view of the cosmos; it impacts wildlife and the environment. According to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, artificial lighting can disorient migrating birds, amphibians, and cave-dwelling
species-disrupting their natural behaviors and habitats. As awareness grows, so does the movement to reduce
unnecessary lighting. The Dark Sky organization champions this cause, advocating for simple practical solutions to
preserve our night environment. They indicate that excessive light not only disrupts wildlife, it impacts human well-
being, wastes money and energy, contributes to climate change, and blocks our view of the universe.

So, can we do better? Absolutely. Small changes — such as installing motion sensors or timers on outdoor lights, or
shutting off dock lights after evening, can make a significant difference. The Dark Skies organization offers a database
of approved light fixtures designed to minimize light pollution and conserve energy. The database, located at
https://darksky.org/what-we-do/darksky-approved/darksky-approved-luminaires-

program/luminaires/#/quick search, can guide us in choosing better lighting options.

Together, we have worked to make this chain of lakes a sanctuary of natural beauty and serenity. Now, let’s take the
next step — making mindful choices about outdoor lighting so we can fully enjoy the starry sky and preserve the

tranquility that makes this place so special for generations to come.
-Submitted by Andy Larson

Five Lighting Principles for
Responsible Outdoor Lighting

+." DarkSky l luminating

Use light only if it is needed

UserI Alllight should have a clear purpose. Consider how the use of light will impact
the area, including wildlife and their habitats.

Direct light so it falls only where it is needed

Ta rgeted Use shielding and careful aiming to target the direction of the light beam so
that it points downward and does not spill beyond where it is needed.

Light should be no brighter than necessary

LOW Level Use the lowest light level required. Be mindful of surface conditions, as some
surfaces may reflect more light into the night sky than intended.

Use light only when it is needed

Contro"ed Use controls such as timers or motion detectors to ensure that light is available

whenit is needed, dimmed when possible, and turned off when not needed.

Responsible outdoor lighting is

Use warmer color lights where possible
Warm- 9 P

Limit the amount of shorter wavelength (blue-violet) light to the least amount
needed.

colored
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Photo courtesy of Doug Picken

The Common Loon, despite its name, doesn’t fully capture the striking appearance of this black-and-white bird with a
vivid fire-red eye. We proudly claim the loon as our state bird, as it has the sound and symbol of our northern lakes.
Its haunting calls and incredible diving abilities captivate both visitors and residents alike. However, this iconic bird
faces threats that make it essential to understand how to observe loons responsibly and protect their habitat.

So how can we responsibly enjoy watching loons? One of the most important things is to maintain a safe distance.
Conservation groups recommend keeping at least 150 feet away. Approaching too closely can interrupt feeding,
resting, and chick care. By recognizing loon behavior, we can appreciate these birds without disturbing them.
Understanding what different behaviors mean helps us know when to give loons more space.

Concerned Loons
Subtle changes in posture often signal stress and the need for more space. Keep
an eye out for the behaviors described below:

e Raised/Squared off Brow: Feathers on the forehead lift, creating a boxy
appearance.

e Extended Neck: The loon stretches its neck to assess a perceived threat.

e Sitting Low in the Water: Air is expelled from feathers to appear less
visible.

e Moving Away: Loons may swim away from boats. Please allow them to
get away. Pursuing/chasing loons puts them under stress and is illegal!

e Vocalizations: Loon calls made when you are nearby indicate their
discomfort. Back away if this occurs.

Stressed Loons
These behaviors indicate extreme stress and require immediate distance:
e Hangover Position: Nesting loons flatten over their nests, risking egg
loss if disturbed.

e Penguin Dance: Loons rear up and paddle rapidly, a highly energy-
intensive stress response. Please leave the area immediately!

Relaxed Loons

Relaxed loons appear calm and continue normal behaviors such as feeding and
caring for chicks. If loons remain relaxed, it’s safe to continue observing from a
respectful distance.

Giving loons their space helps them stay healthy and able to care for their
chicks, allowing future generations to enjoy their presence on our lakes.

Sources: American Birding Association; Loon Preservation Committee
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Photo courtesy of Doug Picken

Penguin Dance
Photo courtesy of Kittie Wilson



PCLIA Fish Stocking Program

2025 Fall Walleye Stocking: A Great Day for Our Lakes

This fall, our lake association completed a successful stocking of high-quality walleye fingerlings across Crooked,
Portage, and Hanks Lakes. In total, 6,000 fish were released, with quantities divided proportionally by lake size.
e Crooked Lake: 3,600 e Portage Lake: 1,800 e Hanks Lake: 600
This year’s stocking was funded entirely through the PCLIA Fish Stocking Fund, with the association investing
$6,000 to support the long-term health of our fishery. Thank you to all who have contributed to this fund!

Bigger-Than-Expected Fingerlings

Our order called for standard fingerlings—typically
around 3 inches long—but this year’s batch exceeded
expectations. The walleye delivered were at the upper

end of the fingerling category, with many measuring
close to 6 inches. Even the delivery driver commented
on their exceptional size and condition.
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These fish were lively, too. As they were released, s B G FO—
several were energetic enough to leap right out of the A : ‘ WA
water, a good sign of vigor and overall health. We’re
optimistic that these larger-than-usual fingerlings will
enjoy a higher survival rate and contribute meaningfully
to the long-term health of our fishery.
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Community Support Made It Possible

A special thank-you to the Jukish family (George Sr. & Jr. & Kyle) who generously allowed us to use their lakeshore
access on all three lakes—Crooked, Portage, and Hanks. They didn’t just provide access; they rolled up their
sleeves and helped with the stocking itself. Outfitted in chest waders, they assisted in getting the fingerlings safely
into the water. Their preparation and hands-on help made the entire process smoother, safer, and more efficient.

A Long-Term Commitment to Improving Our Fishery

Although our lakes have recently produced modest walleye
catch rates, the PCLIA continues to invest in stocking as a
long-term strategy to strengthen the population.

We’'ll keep monitoring results, adjusting our approach as
needed, and working with partners to better understand
what helps walleye thrive in our system. Even with the
challenges, we remain committed to supporting a healthy,
balanced fishery for everyone who enjoys our lakes.

-Submitted by Chuck Lund & Dean Forchas




A throwback to stocking
from days gone by with
an artistic flair!

George Jukish Senior and
George Jukish Junior
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Preserving Our Lake’s Legacy

The Crooked Lake Red Canoe

Ten editions ago, when we began exploring the history of our chain of lakes, we had no idea how many stories were
waiting to surface. Each new memory feels like another puzzle piece—our lake historians continuing to “pop up”
with details that help us see more clearly what life here looked like decades ago.

In the fall of 2024, Jeff Haviland shared his family’s memories of Warren’s Place Resort on the southern end of the
Narrows. A year later, our fall 2025 Shore Lore featured the Hollecker family cabin, just a few lots down from
Warren’s and next door to Dahlen’s Resort—another favorite of the Havilands. This edition brings those stories
together. Thank you to Jeff for sharing his family’s story of the Crooked Lake Red Canoe. The following memories are
shared in his own words

Sometime in the 1930s, my father and a couple of his buddies
procured a cedar-and-canvas canoe painted red, and strapped it to
the top of the Dodge touring car they drove from lowa, ending up at
our Crooked Lake at a resort run by one Charley Dahlen, just south
and east of the island. Dahlen’s was one of seven or eight resorts on
the lake at that time. Over the years, | got to hear about many of
them, although by my own time in the 1960s, only two - Floyd
Warren (Warren’s Place) and Thompson’s Resort - were still in
operation.

The 1934 Dodge Sedan that carried the
canoe from lowa to Crooked Lake

While staying at Dahlen’s, the boys
enjoyed fishing and canoeing in their
bright red canvas canoe and met five
sisters named Hollecker from Kansas
City, whose veterinarian father had built
a large log house practically next door to
Dahlen’s Resort. The family came up to
stay every summer. Here, in addition to
the summer home, they had a small
pasture across the road and at least one
horse. The boys exchanged canoe rides
for horseback rides, and let’s just say
they had a grand vacation.

The red cedar-and-canvas canoe in its early days on Crooked Lake.
(Haviland family photo)

Photographs were taken by all parties,
and some would eventually show up in
my father’s shoebox of old pictures. At
the end of the money, the boys wanted
to stay a little longer and still have gas
money to get back to lowa, so a deal was
struck and the prized red canoe was sold
to the Hollecker family.

The Hollecker sisters whose family preserved the red canoe for generations,
Photo courtesy of the Hollecker family.
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Preserving Our Lake’s Legacy
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In the 1960s, as | was introduced to the lake as a kid, we would motor by the
yellow log house with the red canoe on sawhorses on the beach, and | heard the
story of the boys selling the canoe so they could stay a little longer. Every year,
the canoe sat in the same place, and the same story was told. Even at that time,
the canoe would have been over thirty years old, and for a cedar-and-canvas
canoe, the story didn’t seem plausible. Fast forward yet another thirty years,
and sometime in the 2000s - long after my wife and | purchased our cabin on
Portage - there was still a red canoe on sawhorses on the Hollecker shore. |
passed along the wild tale of the canoe and the girls to my own family, rolling
my eyes at the thought that it was this same canoe.

One day, as my wife Janet and | were motoring by, there happened to be a man on the Hollecker dock. | couldn’t
resist. | pulled up and asked the man if he knew anything about the red canoe still sitting on sawhorses in the same
spot as it had been every year for the last 60 years. He said it was considered an heirloom in his wife’s family. Her
grandmother had bought it 60 years ago from some kids from lowa, and she held onto it for sentimentality. They
painted it occasionally, but it was strictly a nostalgic decoration that went back as far as the cabin. After my adrenaline
stopped pumping, | explained that my father was one of those lowa kids, which is why | asked. After his eyes shrank
back to a more normal size, he yelled to his wife - the actual Hollecker descendent - to come down, because she wasn’t
going to believe this. After a tour of their historic log house, the next day we all got back together and exchanged
pictures. Sure enough, the story of the iconic red canoe sitting in front of the Hollecker log cabin was true and verified.

We kept in touch, and a few years later, she called and asked if | wanted to take one last ride in the canoe. Grandma
had passed away, and the canoe had deteriorated so much over 65 years that they had given up. With lifejackets on
and bailing bucket in hand, the two descendants of the Red Canoe Legacy took that magical transport out to sea for
one last trip around the island. | do not know whether there was a ceremonial burial afterward, or if the Crow Wing
County Landfill simply received another dead watercraft, but either way the legend was verified and put to rest.
Ironically, my own children also grew up with a red canoe on Crooked Lake, but there was no pioneering legacy
accompanying it - no loving repainting every few years, and probably will be no ceremonial scuttling in the end to
celebrate a lifetime of service. Ours is, after all, made of some petroleum-based plastic, stamped out by a gigantic
press, not hand fabricated with cedar, canvass, paint, and love the way my father’s canoe was.

| could feel my father’s ghost as | paddled his canoe.

A 1914 map of -Jeff Haviland, recalling events from the 1930s through the 2000s

Crooked Lake
showing the location
of early resorts and
the Hollecker cabin.

Jeff’s story connects two long-standing lake families and brings to
life the resort era that once defined the Narrows — reminders that

Reach out to us at info@pclia.com
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PCLIA

Portage-Crooked Lakes
Improvement Association
Po Box 564
Deerwood, MN 56444

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

www.pclia.com
info@pclia.com

PORTAGE - HANKS
SUGAR BAY
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Want to keep receiving this
newsletter?
Check the date on your mailing label
or the subject line of the email that

delivers the Shoreline, to make sure
you have renewed your
2026 membership.




