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Mark your calendar 
SEPTEMBER 6,2025 

Silent Auction/Fall Dinner 
 and Business Meeting 

 
Saturday, September 6th 
Details in this newsletter 

 

From the President…    

 

mailto:info@pclia.com


 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

SUMMER FUN 

 
A 55-degree day didn’t stop approximately 50 of our lake association members from 

 gathering together to share great food and conversations! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to 
Andy and Joy 

Larson for, once 
again, hosting 

these fun events! 

June 14th - Picnic 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4th – 5th Annual Family Fun Event  
 

 

A steamy 90-degree  
morning brought out 
over 75 participants 

and spectators for the 
“Triathlon of Fun.” 
Swimming, biking, 

running and cheering 
added up to lots of fun 

had by all! 
 Nolan Ullrich, Ethan Wohlhuter, Hudson Bock 

Top 3 winners of 
the triathlon 

 

Most Spirited - Zander Watchman 

ost 



        

 

 

 

 

 

          
                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
Beginning 
Balance 
1/1/2025 

 Income  Expense 
Ending 
Balance 

6/30/2025 

Healthy Lakes/ 
AIS Fund* $11,523.49 $3,208.03 $620.19 $14,111.33 

Fish Stocking Fund*  $5,861.44     $370.88         $0   $6,232.32 

General Fund*  $62,868.69  $10,532.31 $1,848.40  $71,552.60 

Total Fund Balances  $80,253.62 $14,111.22   $2,468.59 $91,896.25 

     
 

 

   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
*The Healthy Lakes/Aquatic Invasive 
  Species (AIS) Fund contains money 
  specifically donated for monitoring and 
  taking corrective steps to protect the 
  quality of our lakes.    
*The Fish Stocking Fund contains 
  money specifically donated toward the 
  stocking of fish according to DNR 
  guidelines.     
*The General Fund contains funds not 
  specifically designated for Healthy 
  Lakes, AIS, or Fish Stocking. 

 

The Portage-Crooked Lakes Improvement Association 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The Portage-Crooked Lakes Improvement Association (PCLIA) may contract to treat Eurasian Water Milfoil, an Aquatic Invasive Species 
in the Crooked, Sugar Bay, Hanks and Portage chain of lakes in 2025. This is dependent on an evaluation of the need. 
 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has granted the PCLIA a waiver requiring that the association obtain the signatures for 
approval of lake-shore property owners. Instead, the PCLIA will notify property owners of the treatment through alternate forms. This 
newsletter notice is one form that the PCLIA is using to notify property owners. Other forms include, but not limited to, notification 
through the association’s web page, member newsletter and annual meeting. 
 
The proposed dates for treatment are June 1, 2025 through October 31, 2025. Eurasian Water Milfoil is the target species for the 
treatment. 
 
The method of control or product being used: EPA and MDA registered aquatic herbicides. Such as but not limited to Liquid 2,4-D, 
Granular 2,4-D, Granular Tri Clopyr, Florpyrauxifen-Benzyl. 
 
Landowners may request that control not occur adjacent to the landowner’s property. If you desire that the treatment of Euras ian 
Water Milfoil not occur adjacent to your property, please notify the Portage-Crooked Lakes Improvement Association immediately at 
the following address and email address below: 
 
PO Box 564 
Deerwood, MN 56444 
info@pclia.com 

                                                                                                              
 
 

Eurasian Milfoil Update 
 
We have located Eurasian Milfoil in a number of 
places throughout the chain. Please be aware of the 
buoys marking these areas and try to avoid them. 
 
We will be assessing the scope of the spread and 
size of the infested areas in the coming weeks. This 
information will be used to develop a treatment 
plan and schedule treatment of the Eurasian Milfoil.  
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    Board Meetings 
Held at Bay Lake Town Hall at 9:00 a.m.  

            August 2nd  
            September 27th   
 
* Scheduled meetings are subject to change.   
   Meetings are open to the public.   

 
PCLIA   

Board of Directors 
                   

                   
                       

PCLIA WEBSITE 

This is a great resource for accessing information about 
our chain of lakes. It provides a wide range of topics 

including:  facts about our lakes, water quality,  
AIS education, boating tips, photos,  

video lake cruises, social events and much more.  
You can find us at pclia.com. Check it out! 

 
PCLIA FACEBOOK 

The PCLIA has a Facebook page for members to join and 
receive information on the association and its activities. 

Search PCLIA of MN on your Facebook home page,  
and you should be directed to the page  

where you can join the group. 
 

PCLIA EMAIL 
Our board of directors welcomes all of your suggestions, 

comments and questions. Please contact us at  
info@pclia.com 

 
 
 

 
@ 

 

Directors 
 Kari Bunkers                
 Dean Forchas 
 Tim Kensok 
 Christine Lasley   
 Chuck Lund    
 Julie Maghan 
 Jill Osborn               
 Mike Stuber     
 Sue Weber 

President          
Scott Maghan           
Vice President 
Andy Larson  
Treasurer 
Diane Lund                
Secretary 
Joy Larson                  
Past President 
Kris Picken 
 

 

      
 

Hello lake residents from Portage, Hanks, Sugar Bay and Crooked Lake! The end of summer approaches but the fun 

continues. Please be sure to join us on Saturday, September 6th for the Annual Fall Dinner and Silent Auction. This is 

a great opportunity to meet new lakeshore friends and score a great deal on some amazing auction items, the 

proceeds of which contribute to the improvement and protection of our beautiful chain of lakes. The social and 

silent auction will begin at 4:30 and bidding will conclude at 6:00. 

We won’t be holding an online auction this year, but will once again be offering dozens of certificates for goods and 

services in support of our local businesses. 

How else can you help? Make a donation. Donations could be from you or an associated business. They could include 

merchandise, gift baskets, services, event tickets or other creative ideas you may have. If you have donations, please 

contact us at info@pclia.com. Donations will be accepted through August 7th. 

 
                                                                                                                                                            -Submitted by Sue Weber 

      

Coming Soon 
Fall Dinner – 3rd Annual Silent Auction! 

100% of proceeds go to PCLIA   

http://www.pclia.com/
mailto:info@pclia.com
mailto:info@pclia.com


                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
If interested in corporate sponsorship, please reach out to us at info@pclia.com with your interest and contact 
information. 

 
 

 
 

 

                                  NEW MEMBERS 2025 
                       Rick Stanley, Crooked                                       Scott & Kathy Nettell, Hanks  
                       Neal & Ellen Johnson, Crooked                       Josh & Susan Hagel, Hanks   
                       Peter & Nicole Kerin, Crooked                        Wade & Nikki Shelstad, Portage 
                                               Carolyn Schultz & David Wegleitner, Crooked 
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We love our Portage/Crooked/Hanks Lake living. The water, 

loons, blue sky and friendly people make this a special place. 

Our love for the area is evident by our concern when it comes 

to possible changes to land use such as new construction, 

remodeling and so on. We have all heard “how can they build 

that there?” or “they can’t do that!” or similar concerns about 

building and remodeling. Unfortunately, the rumor mill is often 

wrong so let’s address land use in Crow Wing County and how 

it works. 

Crow Wing County has progressive land use ordinances 

intended to balance development and maintain the quality of 

life in our beautiful lakes area. The County Land Services 

Department works with individuals to help ensure their 

development goals can be achieved within the land use rules. 

The county seeks to assist property owners in achieving their 

goals within the land use guidelines. We focus on what you can 

do, rather than simply telling a homeowner what they can’t do. 

Let’s explore some common land use questions.  

What requires a land use Permit?  

The Crow Wing County Land Use Ordinance requires a permit 

for the construction and placement of structures on property 

as well as additions and structural alterations to existing 

structures. In addition to dwellings, structures requiring 

permits include but are not limited to decks, garages, mobile 

homes, and campers/RVs. Some smaller storage sheds are 

exempt (up to 160 sq. ft.) from needing a permit; however, the 

shed must comply with all setbacks. Alteration to the 

topography or vegetation by the shoreline of a lake or river 

may require a Shoreland Alteration Permit. This includes but is 

not limited to beaches, retaining walls, stairways, and patios 

Can existing boathouses be renovated or rebuilt?   

Yes. Existing structures can be renovated within the footprint of 

the original structure provided a permit is obtained from the 

Land Service Department before the structure is removed. For 

example, a beautiful, historic boathouse in the narrows 

recently was destroyed by fire. The property owner can rebuild 

the structure within the footprint of the original boathouse 

provided that a permit is obtained from Land Services within 

180 days of the fire.  Other examples could be wind, snow or 

tree damage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can a lot be split into multiple lots and sold? 

Maybe. A piece of property can be split up if certain conditions 

are satisfied. These include: understanding the  

minimum lot size for the zoning district, locating wetlands and 

sites for two septic systems, access to roads, impervious 

surface requirements, stormwater and drainage requirements 

and other requirements. 

Can a business such as a gas station or restaurant be operated 

on a lake lot? 

Probably not. Virtually all the lots on our chain are zoned 

residential and commercial business uses would not be 

permitted under the land use rules. 

How do I find out more about land use rules and who should I 

contact if I have questions? 

The Crow Wing County Land Services website is found at 

www.crowwing.gov/90/Land-Services. The land use rules and 

contact information is available on the site. You can also 

contact me at andylarson1959@hotmail.com if you have 

questions. 

Crow Wing County wants to work with property owners to 

make development a win-win situation for the property owner 

and the lake community. If individuals are considering 

building/renovation projects or splitting parcels in to multiple 

parcels, they are encouraged to discuss the plan with the 

county as soon as possible to ensure land use issues are 

addressed early in the process. 

                                                              -Submitted by Andy Larson 

                                                           
       

 
 

LAND USE – CAN THEY DO THAT? 

http://www.crowwing.gov/90/Land-Services
mailto:andylarson1959@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                 

                    

                            

 

 

 

 

 

       

                            

            

 

 

  

 

                                                                                             

 
 

                                                                                          

                                                                             

 
                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

History … 
Our Map to the 

Past 

Everything has a history. The history of 
the Crooked Lake Chain is slowly and 
steadily coming into focus. Thanks to the 
generous members of the Lake 
Association who have shared with us 
their family histories and photos.  
 
As we at The Shoreline accumulate more 
and more historic information and 
visuals from our members and other 
avenues, we continue to develop a 
clearer picture of days gone by on our 
chain of lakes. Whether you are a new 
lake property owner, or your family has 
lived on the lake for decades, learning 
about our chain’s history will provide you 
with a better appreciation of the lake 
and our lake ancestors who built and 
developed the area.   

 

In previous “Shore Lore” issues we wrote about various resorts on our chain that existed decades ago. 
In this edition we hope to give you a visual perspective of their locations with the help from this lake map from 
1914 provided by Jeff Haviland - Crooked Lake Historian.  
 
Roads at that time were in different places than they are today. The north and east side of Crooked Lake were 
accessible via a road that passed through Blueberry Hill, down the east side of the lake and ended just east of 
the island. Five resorts existed along this route. The three other resorts that we’re aware of were on Portage 
Lake: one along the road we know today as MN Highway 18, and two along the Crooked Lake Road. 
If you look closely at the map, you may find some roads that don’t exist today.  
 

We invite everyone to share a past memory or photo of our chain of lakes. We would be happy to include it in a 

future issue of the “Shore Lore.” Together we can make our Crook Lake Chain the best in Minnesota: with pride 

in our past, working together in our present, there will be promise in our future. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portage-Crooked Lakes  
Improvement Association 

PO Box 564 
Deerwood, MN 56444 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

www.pclia.com 
info@pclia.com 

 

PCLIA 


