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President’s letter...

Mark Your Calendar

Greetings!

In this edition we cover many topics, and have added a couple
more pages. We hope you enjoy what we’ve put together.

Back to the Lakes will be a little of the old and a little of the new
this year. We've invited Northern Waters Land Trust (NWLT) to
speak this year, bringing back our tradition of having an
educational topic. As we have done in the past couple of years,
we’ll be meeting in the afternoon and providing pizza. Hope to
see you there.

We have the pontoon parade tentatively set for July 5.
However, we need volunteers to lead this event. Email us at
info@pclia.com if you would be interested. Otherwise, we
will need to cancel this event.

We have some great things going on this summer with shoreline

restoration, and the positive effect it can have on water quality.

I hope you’ll take the time to check these topics out. Also, please
spend a little time learning about purple loosestrife and consider
what you will do this summer if you find it on your shoreline. It
seems we had significant spread of this invasive species last year.

We've included some basic boating safety reminders. Hopefully
you can share this page with all boaters in your household, as
well as your guests. Keeping everyone safe is very important to
all of us.

We have a great article on fish stocking. The authors spent time
with the DNR gathering this information. We will continue to
pursue fish stocking as long as contributions are made to this
fund, however, we wanted to share what we learned from the
DNR.

Our Shore Lore feature story revisits Glen Echo Haven Resort
through the perspective of a young boy with fond memories.
Gain some additional history of our lakes as you step back in
time with this read.

Hope to see you on the water!
Scott Maghan
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Date: Saturday, May 3, 2025
Time: 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Place: Deerwood Legion

What: Free pizza, cash bar & socializing

with friends old and new

Summer Picnic & Get Together
Saturday, June 14" 12:00 p.m.
Larson Residence 14265 Maghan Lane
Details in this newsletter

3'Y Annual Family Fun Event
Friday, July 4%
Details in next newsletter

Pontoon & Boat Parade
Saturday, July 5%
Details in next newsletter

Fall Dinner & Business Meeting
Saturday, September 6™
Details in upcoming newsletter

*All scheduled events are subject to change
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Ending
Balance Income Expense Balance % . .
1/1/2024 12/31/2024 The Healthy Lakes/Aquatic Invasive
Species (AlS) Fund contains money
specifically donated for monitoring and
Elesallt:hy Iaf‘keS/ taking corrective steps to protect the
un $4,400.78 $9,700.57 $2,577.86 $11,523.49 quality of our lakes.
Fish Stocking The Fish Stqc!(lng Fund contains
Fund* $6,353.25  $4,108.19  $4600.00 $5,861.44 money specifically donated toward the
stocking of fish according to DNR
guidelines.
General Fund* $43,788.35  $26,391.99  $7,311.65 $62,868.69 *The General Fund contains funds not
specifically designated for Healthy
Total Fund Lakes, AlS, or Fish Stocking.
Balances $54,542.38 $40,200.75 $14,489.51 $80,253.62

A Note About Membership

Thank you to everyone who has submitted their 2025 membership forms and dues. We appreciate your
commitment to the lake association. Not certain if you have renewed for 2025? Check for a date on the mailing
label or in the subject line of the email that delivered The Shoreline. If it is 2024 or before we have not received
your 2025 dues.

If you haven’t had a chance to renew your membership, we strive to simplify the process for you. We now have
two methods of renewing your membership and making donations:
1. Traditional method of mailing a check - Please mail your check along with the completed membership

form to: PCLIA/PO Box 564/Deerwood, MN 56444
If you have misplaced this form, which was included in the September/October Shoreline, you can find
a copy to print off on the website at www.pclia.com.

2. Electronic Enrollment - Go to the PCLIA home page (www.pclia.com) to start your enrollment.
Complete the online enrollment form. After completing and submitting the form, you will be directed
to Vanco to make your payment/contribution. You can pay either by credit card or ACH transfer from
your checking account.

*Should you wish to donate at any time outside of the annual membership drive,
select the “Donate to PCLIA” link on the PCLIA home page.

Membership Levels
General $35 Bronze $135  Silver $250  Gold S500  Platinum $1000 +
Those donating at or above the bronze level will be recognized in our October/November newsletter and on the
PCLIA website. You have the option to earmark how you would like your donation used with a choice for
recognition to remain confidential.

Some Interesting Membership Stats
-Number of paid memberships in 2024: 189 or 64%
-Number of paid memberships in 2025 to date: 177 or 60%
-Number of members in 2024 who have not submitted their membership in 2025 to date: 41 or 22%
- Numbers at the time of this publication
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PCLIA
Board of Directors

President Term Expiration Date

Scott Maghan 12/31/2025
Vice President

Andy Larson 12/31/2025
Treasurer

Diane Lund 12/31/2025
Secretary

Joy Larson 12/31/2025
Past President

Kris Picken

Directors

Kari Bunkers 12/31/2027
Dean Forchas 12/31/2025
Tim Kensok 12/31/2025
Christine Lasley 12/31/2025
Chuck Lund 12/31/2025
Julie Maghan 12/31/2025
Jill Osborn 12/31/2027
Mike Stuber 12/31/2027
Sue Weber 12/31/2025
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PCLIA WEBSITE
This is a great resource for accessing information about
our chain of lakes. It provides a wide range of topics
including: facts about our lakes, water quality,
AlS education, boating tips, photos,
video lake cruises, social events and much more.
You can find us at pclia.com. Check it out!

PCLIA FACEBOOK
The PCLIA has a Facebook page for members to join and
receive information on the association and its activities.
Search PCLIA of MN on your Facebook home page,
and you should be directed to the page
where you can join the group.

PCLIA EMAIL
Our board of directors welcomes all of your suggestions,
comments and questions. Please contact us at
info@pclia.com

Board Meetings
Held at Bay Lake Town Hall at 9:00 a.m.
April 5%
May 3"
August 2"
September 27t

* Scheduled meetings are subject to change.
Meetings are open to the public.

SUMMER PICNIC &
GET TOGETHER

We accidently omitted listing
@ a generous donation to our
- 2024 auction in our fall
0@/’5' newsletter. We apologize for
% the oversight, and thank
Timber Building and Supply
for their support.

The summer picnic is Saturday, June 14™ beginning at
12 noon. It will be held at the Larson’s on Sugar Bay
(14265 Maghan Lane). We will be serving brats &
hotdogs. We hope you can join us this year. If so, please
email Andy Larson at andylarson1959@hotmail.com
and let us know how many will be attending.
Please bring a lawn chair.

Livin” & Lovin’ The Crooked Life
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Preserving Our Lake Shore = Profecting Our Lakes

Shoreline Restoration at Work on our Chain of Lakes

PCLIA is partnering in a shoreline planting project with Crow Wing Soil and Water. Our
chain of lakes is designated a "priority lake" within the 1Mississippi River-1Watershed Plan.
http://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan Why? Because our water quality is good,
and the goal is to keep it that way. One of the focus areas is shoreline restoration. Last fall
an email was sent to all PCLIA members. The purpose was to get 20 properties to participate
in the program. We have successfully identified 20 properties! Additionally, this project is
being fully funded by a grant.

The properties were assessed and recommendations made. Specific guidelines will be =, Kl SR
followed, including planting approximately 100 native plants at each location. The purpose is Shoreline Restoration
to help stabilize the shoreline, capture and filter runoff, and offer habitat for wildlife and 8 Sl

pollinators.

One recommendation for several of the properties is to install Willow Wattle on the
shoreline. This is a great way to prevent erosion and regain shoreline. Doing this doesn't
require a DNR permit and it doesn't cost anything.
https://www.landandwaters.org/post/willow-wattles-combat-wave-action-on-lake-ossie

A hands-on seminar about how to make and install Willow Wattle is being offered on May 3,
2025 at 12:30 pm at 23562 Maple Court, Deerwood. We will also demonstrate how the
plants should be placed. Dress for the weather, as we will be outside, and it will take us
approximately 1-1.5 hours. If it is raining, we will do an abbreviated version of the seminar
in a covered area.

This seminar is open to EVERYONE on the lake, not just for people doing the
restoration project. For those who are participating in the restoration project, specific
instructions will be emailed regarding when and where to pick up plants. Please email
Kris.picken@gmail.com with questions.

Northern Waters Land Trust: Protecting Our Watersheds

Northern Waters Land Trust (NWLT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to preserving the natural resources of northern Minnesota.
Through land protection, NWLT helps maintain water quality, safeguard wildlife habitats, and ensure future generations can enjoy
the clean lakes and thriving ecosystems that define our region.

At the PCLIA Back to the Lakes meeting, NWLT will deliver the keynote presentation, focusing on watershed-based conservation as
a critical strategy for protecting our lakes. Research shows that when 75% of a lake’s watershed remains protected, the lake is
better equipped to withstand pressures from climate change and future development.

Crooked Lake is recognized as a Lake of Outstanding Biological Significance, meaning it supports rare and vital species. It is also a
designated tullibee refuge lake, offering critical habitat for this cold-water fish species that depends on clean, oxygen-rich water
to survive. These unique traits make the lake(s) a priority for proactive protection efforts.

By keeping key areas protected and implementing sustainable land management practices, we can help maintain the clean, clear
waters that are vital to our lakes and the species they support. NWLT’s presentation will highlight successful strategies, like
implemented in the Kabekona Lake watershed project near Walker, where local and regional collaboration helped achieve
significant conservation milestones. Watershed conservation protects the lakes we love and proactive efforts today can make a
lasting difference.

-Submitted by Annie Knight (Executive Director of Northern Waters Land Trust)
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Property Values and Taking Care of Our Lakes

In a recent publication, Bemidji State research
showed that lake water clarity is the most
important factor in determining lakeshore
property values*.

The Crooked Lakes Chain has historically enjoyed
better than average water clarity compared to
lakes of similar size and location. Unfortunately,
a disturbing trend shows the water clarity
reducing over the last 25 years.

Water clarity is measured by Secchi disc. Secchi
or Secchi Depth is a measure of water clarity that
can indicate the overall health of a lake. A black
and white metal disc is lowered into the water on
a rope until it can’t be seen anymore and raised
to the point it can be seen. The depth of the disk
to the surface of the water is the Secchi Depth.
For more information visit:
https://www.rmbel.info/primer/secchi-depth/

The following graph shows the average Secchi readings for
Portage Lake since 2007:

Trend Analysis Report

County

Lake

Site

Data Evaluated

Dates Evaluated

Crow Wing

Portage (ID # 18-0050-00) 201

6/3/2007 - 9/17/2023

ISecchi depth is decreasing, which indicates declining water quality (99.9% conﬁdenca).l

20

Secchi Disk Reading (t|

06037200

07/06/2008

—— SecchiDisk = Trend Line

It’s never too late to start doing your part in protecting our lakes. Some of the things you can do include:
o Keep your shoreline natural — preserving or installing a shoreline landscape rich in native species allows
water to soak in rather than run off into the lake causing algae blooms and decreased water clarity
e Appreciate aquatic plants - Those aquatic "weeds" everyone seems to be trying to get rid of are actually
critical life support system for our lakes. With their amazing filtering abilities, native aquatic plants such as
cattails and bulrush are natural water purifiers
e Reduce your lawn — Use only phosphorous free fertilizer and maintain a lawn that is at least 30 feet from

the lake

e Maintain your septic system — Have your system inspected at least every three years (more if you use a

garbage disposal).

e Show up, speak up and write a check —Join the lake association and work to protect our lakes for future
generations. Share your knowledge with your neighbors.

(excerpts taken from North Central Lakes Collaborative, University of Minnesota Extension)
*https://www.brainerddispatch.com/sports/bemidji-state-university-study-reveals-water-clarity-is-most-important-

factor-in-determining-lakeshore-property-values

-Submitted by Kari Bunkers

Ice Out Dates for Our Chain of Lakes

2025 27?? 2014  April 29
2024 March 15 2013 May 11
2023 May 2 2012 March 23
2022 May 3 2011  April 22
20288 Aprille 2010 April2

2020 April 15

: 2009  April 20
2019 April 23

we e e
2017 April3 pri
2006 April 9

2016 March 29
2015 April 9

2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997

April 11
April 15
April 14
April 16
April 24
March 27
April 11
April 5
April 21

1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988

April 26
April 29
April 8
April 19
April 6
April 8
April 21
April 24
April 14

1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978

April 5

April 13
April 16
April 16
April 24
April 26
April 6

April 21
May 2

April 26
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Purple Loosestrife: Invasive Species
Popping Up on Our Chain of Lakes

Those beautiful purple plants you see along the shoreline in late summer, especially in marshy areas, are very likely
purple loosestrife. While visually appealing, they are detrimental to the natural environment, and labeled an
invasive species. These plants can take over an environment pushing out native species. This results in decreased
biodiversity, resulting in unsuitable shelter, food and nesting habitat for native species. They can also change the
hydrology of the environment.

Purple loosestrife spreads primarily by seeds. When flowers drop off, capsules containing many tiny seeds appear
in their place. Depending on location, plants may go to seed as early as late July. Each mature plant can produce up
to 2.7 million seeds annually. Identification can occur prior to flowers appearing as the stems are square shaped
and generally have 4-6 sides. Effective eradication requires special handling to ensure seeds are not spread
accidentally.

So why doesn’t PCLIA pursue ridding the lake of this invasive species? Because it typically lives above the high
waterline on private property!

What to do if you see purple loosestrife:
e Digging and hand pulling can be used in small low-density areas. Pulling by hand is easiest when plants are
young. Older plants can be eased out with a garden fork. It is important to dispose of the plants away from
the water. Allow the plants to dry out, then burn if possible.

e Cutting can be used to prevent seed production. Flower spikes can be cut off and left on site.

e Chemical control can be used in small areas using approved herbicides applied directly to the plants using a
backpack sprayer. Only use herbicides which are labeled for use in aquatic habitats. Formulations of
glyphosate and imazapyr have been successful.

Please try to help keep this problem under control. You can find more information and images at Minnesota DNR
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us>purple loosestrife
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| Minnesota DNR |

Boating, whether it be on a pontoon, speedboat or jet ski, is one of the most favorite ways to spend
time on our beautiful chain of lakes. Here are a few, but very important reminders to keep in mind:

Right of way:

1) When crossing paths, the boat on the starboard (right) side is considered the “stand-on”
vessel and has the right of way.

2) When overtaking another boat, the boat being overtaken has the right of way and should
maintain course and speed.

3) Non-motorized vessels like kayaks usually have the right of way over motorized boats unless
they are overtaking.

Narrow channels — In narrow channels, boats should stay as close to the right side as possible to

facilitate safe passage.

Pulling skiers:

1) Tow rope length — The towing rope cannot be longer than 150 feet, unless a permit is
obtained from the local sheriff.

2) Spotter — There must be another person on board to observe the person being towed. This
person can be an observer or the vessel can have wide-angle rearview mirrors.

3) Time of day — Water skiing is not permitted between 30 minutes after sunset and sunrise the
following day.

4) Distance from other vessels — The vessel towing the skier cannot come within 100 feet of any
occupied anchored boat, personal watercrafts (PWC), marked swimming area, or public
boat landing.

5) PWC operator - The PWC operator must have a lanyard attached to the ignition switch and to
their person, life jacket, or clothes.

6) PWC design - The PWC must be designed and recommended by the manufacturer to
accommodate at least three people.

7) Safe and prudent behavior — The person towing the skier and the person being towed must
act in a safe and prudent manner.

Own your own wake - Under Minnesota law, the damage your wake causes is treated the same
as damage caused by an actual collision. Personal watercrafts must stay at least 150 feet from
shore.

Docking lights - Those white lights on the front of your boats are not headlights. They are called
“docking lights” and should only be used when arriving at your destination to safely dock your
boat. You're not in a car and the reflective water kills the benefits of bright forward lights. In
addition, they can “blind” the driver of approaching boats. So please be kind to your fellow
boaters and keep those lights off until docking your boat.

Navigation lights — At night, the color of navigation lights indicates which boat has the right of
way; green light on the starboard side means you have the right of way, while a red light on the
port means you should yield.

Please be respectful of others, and keep this a safe and enjoyable boating season for everyone!




PCLIA Fish Stocking Program

For many years, PCLIA has attempted to improve fishing enjoyment for our homeowners by working with the
DNR to stock walleye, the official state fish of Minnesota, in our chain of lakes. While the DNR issues permits
allowing us to stock our lakes with walleye, they do not do stocking, nor do they provide any funds for stocking.
100% of the stocking funds are donated by the generous PCLIA members who designate that all, or a portion, of
their donation (above the general membership fee) be used for this purpose. There is no money taken from the
general PCLIA fund.

The DNR Fisheries department has over 50 years of experience stocking lakes, and they have experimented with
a wide variety of strategies on a wide variety of lakes. For purposes of walleye stocking, the DNR classifies lakes
into one of three categories:
1. Lakes such as Mille Lacs naturally support a healthy walleye population and do not require stocking.
2. Lakes with a lower than desired walleye population but have the geographical attributes required for walleye
to survive. The DNR will stock these lakes with hopes that the walleye population becomes self-sustaining.
3. Lakes such as our chain that do not have the natural conditions to sustain a healthy walleye population.

According to the DNR, walleye populations do best in relatively shallow lakes with rock or sandy lakebeds and in
lakes that are windswept to keep those rocks clean. Windswept lakes have large open areas that allow the wind
to generate big waves. Those waves churn up the water and help clean the hard lake bottom.

Many years ago, our chain of lakes had more walleye. What changed in our lakes? The answer is partly the lakebed.
The growth of aquatic plants covers up the lakebed. When those plants die, they sink and decay contributing to mud
and muck making the lakebed even more fertile for future vegetation.

Another change is the lack of perch to feed the walleye population. Perch have the unfortunate role of being the
favorite food for both walleye and northern pike. If a lake has a limited supply of perch it puts walleye and northerns
in competition for survival. The numbers of the DNR net results clearly show that the perch population is dwindling
and the northerns are winning the competition. The netting surveys show we do have some really big walleyes in our
lakes. It is impossible to say if those are a result of our stocking efforts, but it is very likely.

PLCIA Walleye Stocking History DNR Count Results (Gill Net)
(Portage, Hanks, Crooked Combined) (Portage, Hanks, Crooked Combined)
Year Size Number Stocked Year Walleye Northern Perch
2015 Yearlings 1179 1989 13 137 1
2017 Fingerlings 6100 1994 19 189 13
2019 Fingerlings 6030 2012 18 242 13
2021 Fingerlings 3438 2016 16 247 16
2023 Fingerlings 3400 2023 22 218 0

We have many people on the lake who are interested in continuing to stock our chain or lakes with walleye and
contribute money to this cause. The PCLIA Board is willing to facilitate this effort. Moving forward we have three
options for stocking walleye, depending on availability:
1. Fry - Mosquito-sized walleyes. Most cost-effective. Allowed to stock 1000 fry per littoral acre.
2. Fingerlings — Four-to-six-inch walleyes. Less cost effective. Allowed to stock one pound of fingerlings per littoral
acre.
3. Yearlings — Six-to-twelve-inch walleyes. Extremely expensive, seldom available.

The Crooked Lake Chain will be eligible to stock again this year. The PCLIA Board will facilitate this effort and will
soon be finalizing our plan for stocking in the fall.
-Submitted by Chuck Lund and Dean Forchas




Shore Lore. Shore Lore Shore Lore

o _o : = . T
Glen Echo Haven Resort Revisited - GLEN ECHO 7’
In a 2022 October/November Shoreline article, Barb Linn helped us capture a bit | } - HHVBN
of Crooked Lake history as she shared with Diane Lund her memories of Glen RESORT. ik

THE PUTMANS, Props.

Echo Haven, a resort which used to be located on the northwest side of Sugar
Bay. We have recently discovered another person who has vivid memories of
that same resort. Thank you to Bob Olsen for allowing us to include some excerpts
from his Crooked Lake memoir, which he is currently in the process of writing:

Our first year at Glen Echo Haven was in Cabin One, the one that had the
boathouse under it that slept six. In its damp basement, Mr. Putnam, the
owner, kept a collection of ancient outboard motors, all under five
horsepower: a blue Evinrude or two, a red Johnson, and a silver
Champion. Dad always chose the Evinrude with the rope pull: the pull
needed to be carefully threaded and wound around the flywheel and
then pulled with a jerk to get the noisy contraption started. Dad liked the
Evinrude because it could be throttled down to a very slow troll. Under ;
the eaves of the cabin, there were long bamboo cane poles waiting to be = Beawtiful Crooked Lake
baited with a worm or night crawler. On the west side, a stone cooking

grate shared the wood stove chimney flue, and was really pretty useless for cooking much of anything.

The return trip to Glen Echo the following year was noisy: a new cabin was being built at the far end, with both
a complete kitchen AND a bathroom - with a shower! Because of the unique numbering system of the cabins,
this became Cabin Seven. Cabin Seven was surrounded by birch and oak, and unlike the rest of the resort, the
yard in front towards the lake was never mowed. In back of Seven, a wetland stretched eastward towards a bay
in the lake, and was filled with frogs that serenaded us on summer evenings with their raucous chorus well
after dark. And on early summer mornings, light streamed in the east windows of the cabin, beckoning would-
be fisher-people to get up and get going.

In those resort days of Glen Echo, summer friends were created and looked forward to seeing each other again
every year. There was the policeman from Kansas that brought illegal fireworks along, and the couple with two
cute girls from lowa, and the man from the Cities that wore only his boxer shorts down to the dock in the
morning to have a cigarette and a cocktail. With no phones, no radios, and barely any electricity, the evening
entertainment was reading comic books, playing cards, or building plastic model cars and airplanes. When a
storm came up, the power always went out, and the kerosene lamps were lit up for the evening. The next
morning Mr. Putnam would be down at the docks, taking the fishing gear and oars out of the wooden fishing
boats, and then rolling them over to empty the storm water.

In those days, the lake was shallower. The passage between Sugar Bay and the main part of Crooked Lake was
barely passable, and then only by oars with the motor up: during one very dry year, it was impossible to make
passage into Crooked. Sandy beaches were found around the perimeter of most properties, or were covered by
cattails and long reeds.

Every year as we left, Mr. Putnam had the NEXT year’s calendar ready at check-out, and dad would pencil us in
for Fishing Opener and the second week of August... and an occasional weekend here and there. (Olsen, 2024)
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