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From the Pres:dent...
Another summer at the lake is now in the memory book, and | hope it was a good one.

This edition of The Shoreline goes to everyone on our chain of lakes. It’s our invitation to become a
member and support what we do to keep our lakes the place that we all love so dearly. While the number
of members we have is quite good, we’d like to make it better. If you’ve never been a member, or haven’t
been for some time, please consider giving it a shot. Doing so helps us continue to monitor water quality,
address invasive species issues, maintain navigation buoys, and bring us all together for fun events. Being a
member also makes it easier to communicate with you about important topics affecting our lakes.

To those who have been members, thank you! In the pages of this edition, you will find a list of members
who have given generously to the association this past year. Our battle with milfoil was having an impact
on our finances, and our reserves were dwindling. Thanks to you, our financial situation has improved.

As far as milfoil goes, we found the least amount since we became aware if it’s existence in our lakes in
2018. As a result, the grants we received this year will cover the cost of treatment. Yes, this is good news,
but we are being cautious going forward. We’ve been advised that rebounds have occurred in other lakes

4 years after the initial treatment. For us, that will be next year.

A few other highlights inside, check out the Portage/Hanks channel update, our calendar of events for
2025 and Shore Lore!

Hope to see you on the water in 2025!

Scott Maghan
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2025 Membership Information Included in This Newsletter!




5th Annual
Family Fun Event

See our PCLIA
Facebook page for
more pictures of this
fun event!

Thank you
to the
Larsons for
hosting this
fun event!

First place winner
Minarik Family
“Big Blue Football”

A huge thank you to Jack and Patty Stasney for
organizing this 4" of July event for the past 10
years! We appreciate all that you have done. It is
time to pass the torch. Contact us at
info@pclia.com if this is something you would be
willing to organize for the upcoming year.



mailto:info@pclia.com

PCLIA Annual Fall Dinner Meeting and Silent Auction
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The Portage-Crooked Lakes Improvement Association’s
Annual Fall Dinner was held Saturday, September 7t at the
Bridge Tavern north of Crosby. There were 81 members in
attendance. We had a wonderful meal of smoked brisket and
chicken, or broiled walleye. Owners Russ and Jo blew it out
of the park with the fantastic food and friendly service.

The Bridge Tavern

The Association goals were reviewed, and the following
topics were also updated:

e Our financial status

e The success of our spring and summer events &

annual meeting

e Milfoil status, treatment plan and grants

e Membership

e The Portage Hanks channel

The election this year was for three
director positions. Two incumbents
and one new director were elected.

The silent auction fundraising effort, associated with our Fall
Dinner, generated funds of $7,110 through sales to PCLIA
members and their families. Items generously contributed by
PCLIA members accounted for $3,080 and donations from
local businesses accounted for $4,030.

Please continue to support the generous local businesses who
supported us through the silent auction:
e Weekend Extensions
e Kurilla Real Estate
e Anderson Brothers Construction
e Beaudry Oil and Propane
e Farm Island Marine
e Bay Lake Marine
e Sota Clothing
e Ruttger’s Golf & Restaurants
e Lonesome Pine Restaurant
e Lambert Water Wells
e QOars and Mine
e Roundhouse Brewery
e C(CTC
e Craft and Crew Restaurants
e Deerstand Restaurant

Director Tom Kaufhold

e b*merri Restaurant

o Chef Mike's Catering

e Barstock Liquors

e Tutt’s Bait and Tackle

e Deerwood Bank

e Cuyuna Brewing

e Rafferty’s Pizza

e American Legion- Deerwood
e The Bridge Restaurant

e Hansen’s Sports

e Darrel Bollig Tree Service
e Family Foods

e Super One

e Ripple River Gallery

e (Cana Wine Bar

Directors Sue Weber &
Tim Kensok

Over the previous five years, PCLIA has spent more than
$87,600 combating invasive species, particularly Eurasian
Milfoil. While we have made progress, it will certainly require
an ongoing effort. The funds generated by the silent auction
are critical to maintaining our progress.

Thank you to everyone who made this fundraising effort such
a huge success!

-Submitted by Tom Kaufhold



MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION

The main purpose of the PCLIA is to preserve and improve the condition and the quality of our lakes and
surrounding area. In an effort to achieve this mission we created some ways to support our cause financially
in the face of existing and new challenges. The introduction of new membership levels was one way to do
that. We would like to recognize and send out a special thank you in this newsletter to those donating at or

above the bronze level. They are also being recognized on the PCLIA website.

Platinum

Brian & Kari Bunkers
Dan & Kris Seeler

Mark & Cynthia Weber
Anonymous donators (3)

Bronze

Craig & Donna Borchardt
Darren & Jessica Carlson
Juel & Marsyl Caspersen
Bud & Carmyn Christopherson
Lucas & Katie Derheim
Dean & Penny Forchas

Ron & Pat Frykholm
Elizabeth Gall

Rita Larson & Greg Lundeen
Jan & Karla Hansen

Jeff & Janet Haviland
Robert & Mary Johnson
Nina & Mike Johnson
Spencer Johnson

Mary Ann & Randy Kancel
Greg & Susan Keane

Tracy & Lorie Kennedy

Joe & Lisa Klonne

Membership Levels

General $35
Bronze $135
Silver $250
Gold $500
Platinum $1000 +

Gold

Roger & Jean Anderson

Mike & Sheila Daraitis

Dan & Michelle Fournier

Tim & Karen Kensok

Aaron & Kirsten Nielsen

Sue Ann Pirsch

Rob Mousel & Sara Mousel Williams
Anonymous donator (1)

Josh & Deb Kravik

Bo & Melissa Lewis

Linda Linn

Ralph & Linda Maegi

Beau & Lindsey Manhart
Bruce Miller

Robert & Linda Minarik
Kevin & Bev Olson

Ron Petrusson

Kim & Linda Podritz

Gary & Joan Rosett

Steve & Sally Schmitz
Matt & Angela Shefveland
Mike & Heather Shetka
John & Patricia Stasney
Dave & Lois Toohey

Mark Twombly

Steve & Jackie VanGuilder
Anonymous donators (8)

Silver

Ben & Jamie Bastian

Dan & Sue Bidinger
Michael & Melissa Foster
Jerry & Linda Knutson
Andy & Joy Larson

Chuck & Diane Lund
Patrick & Sarah Lyon
David & Elizabeth McDougall
Mike & Karen Pinske
Marjorie Safaie

Jack & Sasha Skendzel
Anonymous donators (2)




LAKE COMMUNICATION

PCLIA
Board of Directors
President Directors
Scott Maghan Kari Bunkers
Vice President Dean Forchas PCLIA WEBSITE
Andy Larson Tom Kaufhold This is a great resource for accessing information about
Treasurer Tim Kensok our chain of lakes. It provides a wide range of topics
Diane Lund Christine Lasley including: facts about our lakes, water quality,
Secretar Chuck Lund AlS education, boating tips, photos,
Joy Larson Julie Maghan vidio lake c;.uizes, sociall.events acnhd T(U-Ch m|ore.
Past President Mike Stuber ou can find us at pclia.com. Check it out!
Kris Picken Sue Weber PCLIA FACEBOOK
The PCLIA has a Facebook page for members to join and
receive information on the association and its activities.
Thank You Search PCLIA of MIN on your Facebook home page,

and you should be directed to the page
where you can join the group.

Weekend Extensions
A big thank you to Kristy and
George Jukish, Jr. of Weekend
Extensions for placing and
removing the navigation buoys
on our chain of lakes again this
year. Keeping our waterways
marked for safe passage is
greatly appreciated!

PCLIA EMAIL
Our board of directors welcomes all of your suggestions,
comments and questions. Please contact us at
info@pclia.com

To our two non-board members who volunteer so much of their time
for the PCLIA...

Doug Picken & Tom Weber, we appreciate you!
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May 3™ Welcome Back to the Lakes

Time and location to be announced
LAKE APPAREL/MERCHANDISE

Sota Clothing has an ongoing opportunity to

June 21 Summer Picnic & Get Together
; purchase Crooked Lake merchandise.

Larson Residence 14265 Maghan Lane

We are grateful to Sota Clothing for providing
our membership this opportunity. A portion of
these proceeds go directly to the PCLIA.
Thank you for your support.

July 4t 5t Annual Family Fun Event
Larson Residence

July 5t Pontoon & Boat Parade

Go to the “Crooked Lake Chain Merchandise”

Sept. 6t Annual Fall Dinner Meetin
3 5 tab on the home page of the PCLIA Website.

Time and location to be announced



http://www.pclia.com/
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Beginning Ending
Balance Income Expense Balance
LAV BETI207 *The Healthy Lakes/Aquatic Invasive
Species (AlS) Fund contains money
Healthy Lakes/ i P
AIS Fund®* $440078  $2707.89  $1,387.00  s5721.67 | Specifically donated for monitoring and
taking corrective steps to protect the
quality of our lakes.
Fish StOCking Fund* $6,35325 $1,36632 $4,60000 $3,11957 *The Fish Stocking Fund contains
money specifically donated toward the
General Fund* $43,788.35 $8,315.59 $2,983.01 $49,120.93 stocking of fish according to DNR
guidelines.
Total Fund Balances ~ $54,542.38 $12,380.80  $8,970.01  $57,962.17 | *The General Fund contains funds not
specifically designated for Healthy
Lakes, AlS, or Fish Stocking.

Please note — No AIS expenses have been paid as of this report date

Help Us Save Money with Emails and Electronic Newsletters

We urge you to share your email address with us and keep it updated if it changes. We also encourage you to sign up for electronic
delivery of The Shoreline.

Having your email address makes it possible to communicate with you quickly and cost effectively through email blasts when important
events occur. Receiving The Shoreline electronically helps us reduce our costs by about $4.00 per edition of the printed and snail mailed
copy.

Not to worry, all emails sent out by the lake association go out as a blind carbon copy, therefore you will never see other members’
email addresses, and they will not see yours. The PCLIA does not give email addresses to any outside sources.

Purple loosestrife is an invasive plant that can
negatively impact wildlife and agriculture. We
are seeing a significant increase of this plant
around our chain of lakes.

Look for more information on this in our
April/May newsletter, since spring and summer

is the best time of the year to remove it.

We want to update you on the status of the potential dredging of the

channel between Portage Lake and Hanks.

e Before any dredging can occur, lake access on Portage and Hanks
for the dredging equipment is necessary. We have been informed

that Portage Pass property is not available for this purpose.

If a property owner is willing to allow access through their land,
please contact Andy Larson at andylarson1S59@hotmail.com.
We are having discussions with two dredging companies for the
purpose of securing additional bids for the project.

An alternative is a boat landing which requires land acquisition.

-Submitted by Andy Larson
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Shore Lore Shore Lore Shore Lore

Warren’s Place: The Last Resort
Hanson’s Resort, Bloomstrom’s Resort, Portage Lake Resort, Glen Echo Haven Resort, Dahlen’s Resort, Thompson’s Resort,
Blueberry Hill Resort, Warren’s Place Resort. According to long-time lake locals these are some of the names of the resorts
that at one time lined the shores of the Crooked Lake Chain.

In an interview with lake historian Jeff Haviland, one of the resorts was Warren’s Place Resort. It was established in 1913 and
lasted until 1967. The resort could be found on Crooked Lake at the very west end of Warren Drive at the southern end of
the narrows. Jeff had many fond memories of this resort and its colorful owner Floyd Warren.

ne of the Warren’s Place Cabins 1939

TERTY

Jeff Haviland 1958

Floyd Warren 1958

“According to Floyd, he built every cabin himself. All were wood-frame construction with clapboard siding, except the
‘lodge’. Most were unfinished on the inside; no insulation, no sheetrock, no paint, just the names and dates of everybody
who stayed in a particular cabin, scribed into the wood with a pocket knife or ice pick.”

“One cabin was finished inside and insulated, had a heater and running water. This is where Floyd would winter, since the
‘lodge’, despite being the largest of the structures and had a second floor, had no water, insulation, or heat other than the
wood-fired cook stove. The stove, along with a rudimentary sink and running cold water, was in a lean-to addition on the
west side, overlooking the lake. Floyd fired up the stove at sunrise, and we would occasionally join him for breakfast. The
only insulation for the lodge was a layer of black tarpaper covering the outside, held on by sticks of lath. Built sometime in
the 1920’s, it still had the same unfinished look by the time Floyd passed in the 1960’s, and was referred to by locals as “the
tarpaper shack”. Toilets were communal pit style, located in the very back of the property. If you heard a gunshot during
the night, fear not, it was just Floyd eliminating one of the skunks prowling the resort.”

“Floyd was a bachelor all his life, and spent more money feeding wildlife than he spent on himself or cabin furnishings.
Chipmunks ran wild inside the lodge as well as outside, and there was always a copper tub full of unsalted, unshelled
peanuts for guests to hand-feed the chipmunks. For me, this was wildly more entertaining to watch a chipmunk stuff five in-
shell peanuts in his cheeks, than to sit in a boat, watching my father fish, trying to be quiet so | wouldn’t scare the fish.”

“All the rental boats were wood, heavy and awkward. He did have outboard motors for rent as well, but they were all
prewar, with names like Martin, Elgin, Champion, Scott-Atwater, and the universal green 5-HP Johnson.”

Warren’s Place Resort or any of the resorts on the Crooked Lake Chain may be gone, but thanks to local historians like Jeff
Haviland, they will never be forgotten.

I po you have any history about our lakes that you would like to share with us? We would love to hear from you so we [
could highlight this interesting information in our upcoming newsletters. Pictures welcome.
I Reach out to us at info@pclia.com I
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PCLIA

Portage-Crooked Lakes
Improvement Association
PO Box 564
Deerwood, MN 56444

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

www.pclia.com
info@pclia.com
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